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-THANK YOU FOR TO HAIG 5 CONTAINING MESSAGE FROM OTHER 
• SIDE. MESSAGE CERTAINLY CONFIRMS ' YOUR ANALYSIS OF THEIR 
INTENTIONS. THERE APPEARS LITTLE DOUBT THAT THAT HAVE 
STRUCTURED THEIR ENTIRE STRATEGY TO ACHIEVE DE FACTO 
CEASEFIRE IN PLACE AT THE END OF OCTOBER. MY INTENSIVE 
REVIEW SINCE DEPARTURE OF ALL CURRENT AVAILABLE INTELL- 
IGENCE ON BATTLEFIELD. SITUATION. ALSO CONFIRMS CAREFUL 
ORCHESTRATION OF BATTLEFIELD SITUATION TO SUPPORT PARIS 
INITIATIVE. IN EFFECT, IT IS OBVIOUS THAT HANOI HAS 
DECIDED TO ACCEPT THE RISKS INCLUDED IN THEIR SEPTEMBER 
26 PROPOSAL ANTICIPATING THAT THEY WILL LAUNCH A SUP- 
PORTING ||IGHPOINT DURING THE MONTH OF OCTOBER WHICH 
WILL MAXIMIZE THEIR HOLDINGS IN SOUTH VIETNAM BY SEIZING 
CRUCIAL TERRITORY FOR CONTROL OF RESOURCES, POPULATION 
AND VITAL TRANSPORTATION ARTERIES. OUR PROBLEM IS TO. 
CAREFULLY ASSESS WHETHER OR NOT WE CAN ACCOMPLISH 
COMPENSATORY PRESSURES' AGAINST HANOI AFTER THE OCTOBER 
30 PERIOD WHICH WILL SERVE TO COMPENSATE, FROM HANOI'S' 
PERSPECTIVE, FOR WHAT WILL LIKELY BE A RAPIDLY DECLINING 
MILITARY ADVANTAGE FOR THEM 'IN SOUTH VIETNAM. WHETHER. 
ACTIONS AGAINST THE NORTH AND CONCERN FOR A MORE OBVIOUS 
DEFEAT IN THE SOUTH WILL COUNTERBALANCE THE DELAY IN 
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REACHING A SETTLEMENT AT A TIME WHEN HAJjOr'S SECURITY 
■SITUATION IN THE SOUTH IS OPTIMUM IS PROBLEMATIC. _ 

GIVEN THE OTHER SIDE'S MESSAGE , I SEE NO REASON FOR 

MnDTFYI ; 'iG I M ANY WAY THE INTENDED APPROACH TO THI-U. 

'iS FACT*; I THINK WE CAN DO SO WITH INCREASED CONFIDENCE 
THAT OUR ASSESSMENTS ARE SOUND. CONVERSELY , I AM- NOT 

SURE WEYAND HAS CLEARLY GRASPED B “ „ Y 

puaraptFr OF THE ENEMY’S OCTOBER HIGHPOINT. FROM MY 
PERSPECTIVE, THE ENEMY WILL DECIDE IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE NEXT MEETING WHETHER OR NOT ™ LAUNCH iH 1 rf°h^deJ V * 
TF WF ARE VERY FORTHCOMING AND THEY FEEL wE nt A [J E oiSpSrrn 
TOR AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE, THEY WILL PROBABLY PROCEED- 
IF NOT , THEY WILL PROBABLY CONTINUE TO ATTEMPT TO HUS-.. 
BAND THEIR DWINDLING RESOURCES. I BELIEVE THIS FACTOR .. 
“55„, n RF INCLUDED IN YOUR ASSESSMENT OF NEXT WEEK S, 
PRESENT AT 10 (K^I^ ALSO ^ WILL IMF >R|SS UPON WEYAND THE 

JWVrIACT^ HMHPMk! tSe CHARACTER OF , 
WHICH WILL NO LONGER BE, DESIGNED TO - DESTROY THE ARVN 
BUT RATHER TO OPTIMIZE AREAS OF CONTROL AT THEJIME 
OF A S OVERALL AGREEMENT . ^^HISXONTEXr , HE -SHOULD,^ 
LOOK: VERY HARD AT CURRENT DEPLOYMENT OF MARINES AN 
' AIRBORNE ELEMENTS IN NORTHERN MR-1 . > i ' ’ 
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x have Just; received; your to haig 8 and agree 

COMPLETELY . , ; ■' . 

2-4. • • ‘ ■ . 

WARM REGARDS - 
HAIG . 
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TO: 


FROM: 


HENRY A. KISSINGER 


AL HAIG 


Thank you for ToHaig 3 containing message from other side. 
Message certainly confirms your analysis of their intentions. There 


appear 


little doubt that they have structured their entire strategy 


to achieve de facto* ceasefire in-place at the end of October. My 
intensive review since departure of all current available intelligence 
on battlefield situation also confirms careful orchestration of battlefield 
situation to support Paris initiative. In effect U is obvious that Hanoi has 
decided to accept the risks included in their September 26 proposal 
anticipating that they will launch a supporting highpoint during the month 

of October which will maximize their holdings in South Vietnam Qy 

crucial territory for^resour ces . population 

and i-- 1 --- 1 vital transportation arteries. Our problem is to carefully 


assess whether or not we can accomplish compensatory pressures against 
Hanoi after the October 30 period which will serve to compensate^ from 
Hanoi's per spective for what will likely be a rapidly declining military 


advantage for them in South Vietnam. Whether actions against the North 

w M ffc Gawfe+’i 4 /.A jue& 

and concern for a defeat in the South will 
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Given the other side's message, I see no reason for modifying in 
any way the intended approach to Thieu. In fact, I think we can do so 
with increased confidence that our assessments are sound. Conversely. 

I am not sure,Weyand has clearly grasped what must be the character 
of thf Octctoer highpoint. From my perspective, the enemy will decide 

/v 

in connection with the next meeting whether or not to launch this offensive 


If we are very forthcoming and they feel we are headedHft agreement 
in principle they will probably proceed. If not, they will probably 

^w// cy 

continue to attempt to husband their resources. I believe this factor 
should be included in your assessment of next week's presentation. 

I also will impress upon Weyand the essentiality of carefully assessing 
the GVN's capability to react to a highpoint, the character of which will 
no longer be designed to destroy the ARVN but rather to optimize 


areas o 


f control at the time of an overall agreement. In this context 


he should look very hard at current deployment of Marines and Airborne 


elements in northern MR-I. 
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Warm regards. 
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